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West Coast PierPASS begins this weekend

The PierPASS program will become operational Saturday, July 23rd.  Importers need to register before then at www.Pierpass.org in order for their truckers to be allowed on the container yards during peak hours of Monday through Friday, 3:00 AM to 5:00 PM to pick up containers.  

Importers will be charged a fee for each container picked up during peak hours.  

When importers register they may apply for credit terms if they import over 500 containers yearly or pay by credit card on a per container basis.  The fee must be charged to an approved importer’s account or credit card online before the containers can be picked up.  

The fee can also be paid by the importer’s designated trucking company or customs broker.  The initial fee will be $40 per 40’ container, increasing to $80 each after the initial period of 2-4 weeks.  The money will be forwarded to the terminal operators to offset the costs of maintaining the gates during the off peak hours of 6:00 PM to 3:00 AM Monday through Thursday and 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM Saturday.  If the importer pays the fee for a container that is ultimately picked up during off peak hours, the fee is to be refunded or credited to their account.  

If the importer wishes Stile Associates to advance the fee, we will charge a $25 per container accounting charge in addition to the PierPASS cost.  The accounting charge will offset the time and expense of advancing the fee, monitor pick-up times and refunding fees on containers picked up during off hours.  Importers must advise their customer service staff at Stile who will be advancing the PierPASS fee for them.  

PierPASS History
California state legislation was written last year to mandate the terminal operators to open their gates for extended hours.  The terminal operators then responded by creating PierPASS, and the legislation was withdrawn.   By providing nearly around the clock pickup times, the terminals are gearing for additional port growth.  The program should also help reduce congestion at the ports and nearby freeways and also pollution.  The initial goal of PierPASS is to have 15-20% of all containers picked up during off peak hours by the end of the first year, increasing to 40-45% by the end of the third.  

Possible Trucker Protest Steamship companies have been advising the importing public that there could be a rally at the San Pedro docks by independent truckers this Saturday.  The truckers are upset that they are not sharing in the PierPASS fee or collecting higher trucking rates for working off peak hours.  It is not known if other truckers will pick up containers during the rally or how long it would continue.  



